Tacoma Mountaineers Intermediate Sea Kayak Leader Standards (SK IV/V):
March 5, 2017
Steps to  become an Intermediate Sea Kayak leader:
· Candidates must already be a Tacoma Mountaineer Basic Sea Kayak Leader (SK II/III) for at least one year AND have lead a total of twelve SK II/III trips, of which at least 9 must be at SK III level.
· Candidates must have had their Intermediate Sea Kayak badge for at least one year, unless holding ACA L4 or BCU 4* paddler certification.
· Candidates must have taken WFA, MOFA, or higher level of first aid within the past 3 years.    This is an initial requirement, not a recurring requirement.  The leader-in-training can recoup 100% of the cost of taking this course from the Mountaineers.
· Once candidates have fulfilled all of the requirements, including have gained the necessary experience paddling in SK IV and V conditions, they must do either one SK IV and one SK V mentored paddle, or two SK V mentored paddles.  These must be official Mountaineer paddles, and it is not required that the paddles experience adverse conditions.  For instance, a planned coastal paddle in the surf zone may end up with little or no surf, but it is still rated as an SK V paddle and qualifies as a mentored paddle as long as the candidate has competently planned and executed the paddle to his/her mentor’s satisfaction.  They do need to demonstrate competency in the technical aspects of kayaking sufficient to plan and paddle an SK IV/V route without assistance.
· Must be approved by the Tacoma Sea Kayaking committee, who will receive input from the mentors (and their own experience with candidate) about the candidate in the areas of:

· Planning

· Logistics once on the trip

· Team selection and building

· Risk management

· Incident management

· Decision making and judgment

· Group management and process

· Intermediate leaders from other branches who move to Tacoma branch may simply be voted on by the Tacoma Sea Kayaking committee, if they are satisfied that they meet our Intermediate Sea Kayak leader standards.
· Intermediate Trip Leaders who have led at least four SK IV and above trips for a duration of at least one year may act as mentors, pending approval from the Tacoma Mountaineers Sea Kayak Executive Committee.
· SKIV/V leaders who have lead fewer than two SK IV trips in the last two years will have this leadership level reduced back to SKII/II level. The Committee will decide upon the requirements for re-instatement.

· The committee may waive or reduce any of the above requirements for leaders holding high credentials outside The Mountaineers.
