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				Happy Autumn Foothills Mountaineers!

I hope you’re finding lots of opportunities to get outdoors and enjoy the crisp, cool fall weather. If you need some inspiration to get outside, you can find lots of exciting activities sponsored by the Foothills Mountaineers. Spaces fill up quickly, so don’t wait to check them out! 
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	Images from Cheryl Talbert's Walking the Wild presentation on Norway. Courtesy of Cheryl Talbert.



	
Upcoming Events, Courses, Clinics & Seminars
All listings are subject to change and may be cancelled or rescheduled at any time. Please stay up-to-date by visiting our website or reaching out to the appropriate leader.

Youth Volunteer Orientation | Oct 13
Attend the Youth Clubs Volunteer Orientation this fall to learn how to become involved with the year-round outdoor clubs for Mountaineers youth. A catered dinner and refreshments will be provided, questions will be answered, and your interest will be piqued!

New Hike/Backpack Leader Seminar | Oct 21
This online evening provides experienced Mountaineers hikers, urban walkers, and backpackers information they need to become an effective leader for The Mountaineers. 

Global Adventures Information Session | Nov 1
Have you ever wanted to explore the world with a group of active, capable outdoorspeople? Or are you a trip-planning expert hoping to share your skills and knowledge with a group of excited participants? Join us for our upcoming Global Adventures Info Session to learn all about our program! 

Leave No Trace for Winter Recreation | Nov 29
Join this online seminar to explore the seven principles of Leave No Trace from the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics, and learn how to apply them to winter recreation. 

Walking the Wild: Exploring Norway | Dec 2
Join Cheryl Talbert in this online event to hear how she and her Mountaineers Global Adventures group spent nine days above the Arctic Circle backpacking in Norway’s Lofoten Islands, then eight days trekking hut to hut on the Jotunheimen Circuit!

Nordic Ski Waxing Clinic | Dec 5
Join this online seminar to enhance your cross-country skiing experience this winter by learning the ins and outs of hot waxing your skis. Improve your ski bases, glide, and speed with these techniques.
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News & Notes 

Save the Date - Foothills Branch Celebration | December 10
Save the date for our annual Foothills Branch Celebration on December 10. During this virtual celebration of our 2021 accomplishments, we’ll welcome new faces and say thank you to those who are passing on their leadership batons. 

National Public Lands Day
The Foothills Conservation Committee celebrated National Public Lands Day (NPLD) on September 25 at Snoqualmie Lake Trailhead in the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Valley. In collaboration with the Mountains to Sound Greenway, 14 Mountaineers members built a picnic site on the Taylor River and cleared space for a future bathroom. The group also retained native plants to re-plant once the construction is complete.

Nearby, Mountains to Sound Greenway staffed the first Trailhead Ambassadors booth at the Garfield Ledges trailhead, where they interacted with several hikers and built positive momentum for the official launch of Trailhead Ambassadors in 2022.
 












	




				Volunteer with Us

The Foothills Branch is looking for a few good leaders! We need to fill two Branch Leadership positions: Branch Treasurer-Elect and Navigation Chair-Elect.

Branch Treasurer-Elect: Shyam Vijayaraghavan, the current Foothills Branch Treasurer, will complete his term at the end of September 2022. The Branch is looking for someone who would like to work closely with Shyam until then and assume the Treasurer Office when his term is complete. The Branch Treasurer serves a two-year term and supports the Branch Chair and activity committees by overseeing the annual budget process, supporting the development of annual course pricing and investment proposals, and processing check requests and reimbursement requests for Foothills Branch volunteers.

Navigation Chair-Elect: The Navigation Chair-Elect will work closely with the current Navigation Chair, Alan Davey, to coordinate and support the efforts and initiatives of the Foothills Navigation committee. This committee organizes and delivers clinics and courses to help outdoor enthusiasts gain skills and confidence to navigate on or off trails in the backcountry. The Chair-Elect may also work in concert with the broader organization to provide safe and inspiring navigation activities, courses, and volunteers. This role is part of a three-year commitment. During the first year as Chair-Elect, the primary function is training: to learn organizational policies and committee/branch strategic priorities; to develop leadership and facilitation skills; and to become familiar with and build strong relationships with navigation leadership, committee volunteers, and Mountaineers staff. The Chair-Elect will transition to Navigation Chair after one year, and then after serving a year as Navigation Chair, will serve in a mentoring role as Past Chair.

If you or someone you know may be interested in these branch leadership positions or in other volunteer opportunities with the Foothills Branch, please contact Alan Davey at foothills.branch1@gmail.com. 
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www.mountaineers.org 

The Mountaineers enriches lives and communities by helping people explore, conserve, learn about and enjoy the lands and waters of the Pacific Northwest and beyond.
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