				not a member? join now!               view as a web page 
[image: Graphical user interface, text

Description automatically generated]



				Happy autumn Foothills Mountaineers!

I hope you enjoyed our beautiful Pacific Northwest summer and found plenty of opportunities to get outside and have some fun! As we head into autumn, the Foothills Branch offers plenty of opportunities to help you get outdoors and enjoy our beautiful weather. Spaces fill up quickly, so don’t wait to check out these exciting activities!  
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Upcoming Events, Courses, Clinics & Seminars
All listings are subject to change and can be cancelled or rescheduled at any time. Please stay up to date by visiting our website or reaching out to the appropriate leader.

Board Elections & Virtual Annual Meeting 2021 | Sep 14
It’s election season at The Mountaineers! Learn about the 2021 Board endorsed candidates for At-Large positions on the Board of Directors, proposed bylaws updates, and how to vote. Plus, save the date for the Virtual Annual Meeting on September 14, 2021, where Mountaineers members have the opportunity to make At-Large Director nominations for the 2021 election season.

Leadership Conferences Registration | Opens Sep 29
This year we are planning to host two smaller in-person Leadership Conferences: Saturday, November 20, at the Tacoma Program Center and Saturday, December 4, at the Seattle Program Center.  You are invited to join us for a fun day of professional development dedicated to thanking, inspiring, and empowering The Mountaineers current and aspiring volunteer leaders. Participants must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to attend this in-person event. Additional information about COVID-19 considerations available on the program registration pages.

Foothills Climbapalooza | Oct 1-Oct 3
Come join us for a weekend of climbing, hiking, and scrambling. We'll have various official and unofficial activities planned the weekend. 

Walking the Wild | Oct 5
Join Mountaineers Andy Zavada and Sheila Reynolds as they share a stunning photo journey and trip planning tips from their 165-mile, two-week loop hike in California’s Sequoia and King’s Canyon National Parks in what is called The Big Seki. The presentation will occur via Zoom. Tickets must be purchased in advance to join the event. Free tickets are available, but we hope you will choose to contribute as it will directly support volunteer-led hiking programs for The Mountaineers.

Wilderness Risk Management Conference | Oct 18-22
The Wilderness Risk Management Conference (WRMC) is an annual gathering of outdoor professionals that creates an unparalleled opportunity for experts to convene in one place and share knowledge. Each year, The Mountaineers sends several of our volunteers to the WRMC, covering registration fees so that you might bring your newfound knowledge back to our community. This year we've reserved five slots, and we invite you to apply for one of these spots and attend on our behalf! This year's conference takes place online October 18-22. Learn more and apply today. 

Global Adventures Information Session | Nov 1
Have you ever wanted to explore the world with a group of active, capable outdoorspeople? Or are you a trip-planning master hoping to share your skills and knowledge with a group of excited participants? Join us for our upcoming Global Adventures Info Session on November 1 to learn all about our program! 












	



					[image: A picture containing tree, outdoor, nature, forest

Description automatically generated]










			
News & Notes 

Walking the Wild
The 22nd Walking the Wild presentation occurred on August 24, co-sponsored by the Foothills and Seattle hiking committees. Peter Hendrickson and Nancy Temkin regaled us with exciting stories from their journey across the crest of the island of Mallorca, high above the sparking Mediterranean! Walking the Wild events feature presentations of extraordinary on-foot adventures in the wilds of the world. Join our next presentation in October when Andy Zavada will share photos and trip planning tips from his backpacking trip in California's Sequoia and Kings Canyon high country.

Backpacking and Hiking
The Foothills Backpacking Committee is proud of the great progress the students in our Backpacking Building Blocks course have made building their skills, lightening their pack weight, and gaining confidence out on the trail! We’d like to congratulate the students who have already completed their requirements for graduation: Angela Savarese, Becca Watson, Bekah Schuring, Beth Lowe, Beverly Denny, Christy Cherrier, Shen Fisher, Andrea Shadrach, Jason White, Katherine Andrews, Leslie Frank, Melinda Gage, and Shirley Danielson. We’d also like to thank the course mentors, whose tireless efforts and commitment made this course possible: Amae Kurre, Christina Buckman, Colin Chapman, Karen Altergott, Karla Munguia, Linda Shewey, Lindsey Hesseltine, Liz McNett Crowl, Lorelei Felchlin, Luis Zuniga, Royce Poetter, Sarah Hess, and Shuko Hashimoto. Thank you! 

The 2022 Backpacking Building Blocks course will be posted in late fall with registration opening in January. In the meantime, you can send any questions about participating in the course, as a mentor or a student, to cascadehiker12@gmail.com.

Get your Backpacking Badge
Do you already have the skills and gear needed to be a confident backpacker, and want to our Backpacking Skills Badge on your profile? Check out the requirements and process to get your badge.

GoHike
The Foothills Hiking Committee’s GoHike program meets people where they are by providing a series of 3–8 mile social hikes to help them gain the skills and confidence needed to begin a successful life of hiking. It’s also a great opportunity to make friends and build community! This year, 64 students registered and are participating in two or more hikes each month all over the state. We're hearing great feedback and success stories from our students. We would like to recognize our fabulous GoHike team, led by the amazing duo of Christina Buckman and Liz McNett Crowl and their dedicated team of GoHike leaders: Alexa Dolak, Brad Peacock, Dori Gillam, Jenelle Barkley, John Rongerude, Linda Shewey, Lori Heath, Nancy Temkin, Pam Jorgensen, Steve LeBrun, and Sue Krienen.

Volunteer With Us 
Thinking about giving back to your branch, Foothills members? If you or someone you know is interested in finding out more about our volunteer opportunities or other leadership roles with the Foothills Branch, please contact Alan Davey at foothills.branch1@gmail.com.  
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www.mountaineers.org 

The Mountaineers enriches lives and communities by helping people explore, conserve, learn about and enjoy the lands and waters of the Pacific Northwest and beyond.
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