
Lake LaCrosse 
via Enchanted Valley and 

O’Neil Pass 
September 18-22, 2014

57 miles; 8,700 feet of gain





































































































































3 alternative routes

From Staircase Ranger 
Station via First Divide, 41 
miles

Backpacking 
Washington 
(Romano) #10

Lollipop via LaCrosse 
Pass, 59 miles

Backpacking 
Washington #4 
(Lorain)

O’Neil expedition through 
route, 48 miles

Long car shuttle



Lake LaCrosse Logistics

1. When to go
a. Late July through October

2. Maps
a. Green Trails 167, Mount Steel
b. Green Trails 166, Mount Christie

3. Guide books
a. 100 Classic Hikes in Washington, #96 (Spring and Manning)
b. Olympic Mountains Trail Guide, #143 (Wood)

4. Bear canisters now required in Enchanted Valley
5. Permits

a. Can reserve up to 6 months in advance
i. https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/wilderness-reservations.htm

b. None of the sites for my route are in a quota area, so don’t need to reserve in advance
c. Expensive - $8 per person per night, plus $6 permit fee 

i. 4 nights for 6 people, 4 x 6 x $8 + $6 = $198
ii. Annual Olympic National Park backcountry permit is $45 per person - breakeven if plan to 

camp more than 6 nights

https://www.nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/wilderness-reservations.htm




Is this a good trip for you?

Pros
1. Spectacular views from ridge and camp (in good weather)
2. Great alpine lake swimming in Hart Lake and Lake LaCrosse
3. Old growth timber on trail to Enchanted Valley
4. Wildlife - elk and bears
5. Uncrowded beyond Enchanted Valley
6. Excellent campsites
7. No quotas on campsites

Cons
1. Long distance to Marmot Lake camp - about 26 miles over 2 days
2. Sections of trail are brushy
3. Not a good trip for bad weather
4. Bear cans now required
5. Permits are expensive



Questions?


