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Minutes – September 17th, 2015
Chair Timmy Williams called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Present were Williams, John Jecker (Treasurer), Helen Arntson (Safety),  Stefanie Schiller, Alan Vogt, Eldon Ball, Jimmy Jet Klansnic, Anne Smart, Steve Russell. 
Approved March 2015 Minutes –- Passed, with a correction concerning an activities Safety report. 

Announcements  (T Williams)– 
· Meet the Mountaineers (informal) will next be 9/21/2015.
· Nominations have been received by the Managing Committee Nominating Committee for the position of Vice-President of Branches. More will be known at the coming Managing Committee meeting on the 22nd.
Old Business –
· Badges:  Timmy proposed that we put Badges on the backburner since there has been little new/clamor about them. Steve Russell commented that each time he instructs at the Navigation Course he gets a navigation card, which is as good as graduating from the Navigation Class, but he does not have/get a badge indicating that he has graduated from the course. We'll pass this issue to Heidi.
· Collaboration Task Force: Timmy reported that the CTF made their presentation to the Board of Directors and submitted their final report. The BOD asked Cheryl Talbert to form a committee to implement the recommendations.
· Friction Slabs: Timmy reported that there has been an unexpected hiatus with the Friction Slabs project. The contractor, Turnstone, has not come back to the committee with a proposal for getting the slabs built.  John Wick is in the process of contacting our project leaders and the contractor.
· Putting together an “ABOUT” button for Branch Officers/Activity Chairs: Little interest among the rest of the Branch Chairs. Seen as an O.K. to do, but it will take volunteer time, etc. At this point each Branch can/should proceed as they see fit.
New Business –
· None.
Committee Reports & Announcements
BoD, Patrick Mullaney – No report

Safety Officer, Helen Arntson – Reviewing reports and compiling information.
Treasurer, John Jecker – Seattle Branch is looking better than last year, in all areas. 

Secretary, Peter Hendrickson – No report.
Alpine Scrambling, Steve Russell – Reported that the graduation potluck will happen on 30 Nov, a bit later than usual to let students have a bit more time to get their graduation requirements completed, especially snow related ones. Fewer students than normal are graduating this year because of 1) low snow, and 2) unexpected cancelling of Intense Scramble field trips. Also, what's going on with the Friction Slabs. Scrambles is not planning on them being ready for the coming year.

Backpacking – No report.

Climbing, Stefanie Schiller – Water Ice course is being offered this coming year, the first time in 3 years. Overall, things are running smoothly.

Family Activities – No report.

First Aid – No report. 

Folk Dance – No report.

Hiking – No report. 

Leadership – No report.

Midweek Hikes – No report.

Naturalists – No report.

Navigation – No report.

Photography, Anne Smart – Revamping/reformatting the Photography class. Combining some separated pieces and offer it 3 – 4 times a year instead of only once.

Retired Rovers – No report.

Sailing, Alan Vogt – Everyone's back from cruising, the weather's getting cooler, things are winding down.

Paddle Sports – No report.

Singles Activities, Eldon Ball – reported little activity and few members.  3 – 4 hikes were led last month. In years past this used to be a typical number per week.

Skiing – No report.

Snowshoeing, Jimmy Jett Klansnic – Things are wrapping up.

UTHR’s – No report.

Youth Outreach – No report.

Staff – No report. 

Good of the Order
Steve Russell said that he's stepping down from his position in Scrambles and that we may not see as much of him at Branch Council meetings as in the past.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. Next meeting is Nov 19, 2015.

The Seattle Branch meeting occurs on the 3rd Thursday of every odd month, 7pm. For 2015 – 
Nov 19
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